
 

KNOXVILLE – KNOX COUNTY ANIMAL CENTER 
 
Guidelines for Rescue Groups 

 
 
The Knoxville - Knox County Animal Center works with local, regional, and national rescue groups. A 
qualification process is used in order to assure that groups are legitimate and have a responsible 
adoption philosophy. 
 
Documentation Used in Qualification 
 
The following items are to be submitted to the Animal Center: 
 
1. A copy of the group’s charter as a nonprofit organization, or a letter of affiliation with a national or 

regional group that is chartered to rescue. 
2. A copy of the group's adoption guidelines and adoption contract. 
3. A letter verifying that the group currently has a working relationship with a veterinarian. 
4. A list of all persons who are authorized to act as agents of the group. 
 
General Rules 
 
1. A rescued animal is to be committed to and/or removed from the shelter within 24 hours of 

notification. If the animal is not removed within that time period, it will be made available to other 
rescue groups that are able to care for the animal immediately. 

2. Follow-up care or post-treatment evaluations after the animal enters foster care should be the 
responsibility of the rescue group through an outside vet. Upon leaving facility, no other services are 
provided. 

3. A rescued animal may not be returned to the shelter unless there is a behavioral or medical problem 
verified by the Animal Center's staff veterinarian. 

4. The shelter will not serve as a foster home while the group is seeking a home. 
5. If the Animal Center has an available home on its waiting list or a member of the public is interested 

in adopting the animal, the Animal Center will adopt the animal directly. If no home is available, the 
animal will be released to rescue. 

 
For information about adoption fees for rescue groups, please contact Karen Lively at 865-215-6597 or 
klively@icx.net. 

 



 

 

KNOXVILLE – KNOX COUNTY ANIMAL CENTER 
 
Rescue Group Application 

 
 

 
Name of Rescue Group: _______________________________________________________________  
 
Type of Animal Your Group Is Interested in Rescuing: ________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Mailing Address of Group: ______________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Name of Main Contact Person: __________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number: Work: _________________________ Home: ______________________________  
 
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
Please list the persons who are authorized to rescue from the Animal Center on behalf of your group: 
 
Name: __________________________________  Phone: _________________________________  
 
Name: __________________________________  Phone: _________________________________  
 
Name: __________________________________  Phone: _________________________________  
 
Do you have a Web site? ! Yes ! No URL: ________________________________________  
 
May we list your web site on the Animal Center's Links page? ! Yes ! No 
 
Please list any limitations for rescue or any other information you think might be helpful (example: no 
senior dogs). 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Please return this application and documentation described in the “Guidelines for Rescue Groups” to: 
 
Karen Lively / Rescue Program 
Knoxville - Knox County Animal Center 
3111 Division St. 
Knoxville, TN 37919 
 


